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Please Tell Us What You Think 
We welcome your feedback about the newsletter or any aspect of NJIO.  Please e-mail us at 
info@njio.org or drop us a note at PO Box 432, Cranford, NJ,  07016. 

NJIO Notes is published 3 times a year for both members and the general community to keep 
abreast of NJIO activities and plans. To be added or dropped from the NJIO Notes mailing list 
please contact us at:  info@njio.org. 

Bridging The Generations Through Music 

May 3 
Pre concert talk 6:45 pm 
Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
Cranford High School 
201 West End Place, Cranford 
 

May 8 
NJIO Year End Party and Master Class, 7:00 pm 
Cranford High School 
201 West End Place, Cranford 
 

June 12 
Introduction to Chamber Music Workshop 
Session 1 
The Harvest Training Center 
69 Myrtle Street, Cranford 

July 10 
Introduction to Chamber Music Workshop 
Session 2 
The Harvest Training Center 
69 Myrtle Street, Cranford 
 
September 18 
1st Rehearsal and Open House 
The Harvest Training Center 
69 Myrtle Street, Cranford 
 
All NJIO Concerts are free and open to the public.  
For information on reserving seats for your group, 

contact Susan Peterson  
at 908-522-0100 

NJIO Dates to Remember 
Details Inside 

NJIO’s Spring concert will take place on 
Saturday, May 3rd at 7:30 p.m. at 
Cranford High School, with a pre-concert 
talk at 6:45 PM.  Our guest soloist will 
be Kamron Saniee who will perform the 
first movement of Mozart’s “Violin 
Concerto No. 4”, with the NJIO.  Kamron 
is a 10th grade honors student at the 
New Providence High School.  He began 
his violin studies at age four.  Kamron 
attends the Mannes College, The New 
School for Music’s pre-college program 
in NYC where he is enrolled in the honors 
program as a student of Shirley Givens. 
 

Also on the program are “March to the 
Scaffold” by Hector  Ber l ioz , 

“Divertimento in D Major” (K. 136) by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, “Radetzky 
March” by Johann Strauss, and 
“Symphony No. 5 (Reformation)” by Felix 
Mendelssohn 
 

The Spring Concert will feature a pre-
concert talk by Gluck, who will discuss the 
pieces to be played on the program and 
interview teenage soloist Kamron Saniee.  
All NJIO concerts are free and open to 
the public.  Donations are appreciated.  
The concert is handicap accessible.  Call 
(908) 522-0100 or (908) 656-0097 in 
advance for assistance.  Group 
reservations available. 

Spring Concert in Cranford 
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Baroque Competition for String Players 
before a panel of judges (Mr. Gluck and two other 
musicians not associated with the NJIO).  There would be a 
first and second prize winner (and one alternate in case of 
unavailability of one of the first two winners), and these 
winners would perform as soloists at an NJIO concert.  A 
cash prize would also be awarded to the winners.   
 
The competition would provide a wonderful opportunity for 
a young and talented string player to perform in public; it 
would also benefit our own community of musicians, both 
young and old, to hear an advanced young player 
perform with our orchestra.  The competition would also 
help to promote the NJIO.  More details will be announced 
as the planning for this competition is completed. 

It has been said that change is good and with the NJIO’s 
baton being recently passed on to our new conductor, 
Joseph Gluck, change is certainly in the air.  While Mr. 
Gluck has been diligently preparing the orchestra for our 
upcoming May concert, he has also been thinking about 
some new ideas for the 2008-09 NJIO season.  One such 
idea is to host a Young Artists Baroque Competition.  If you 
are not familiar with competitions of this sort, here is how 
they generally operate. 
 
The NJIO will host a competition that is open to any string 
player through the 12th grade that lives in New Jersey.  
Applicants would prepare at least one movement of a 
baroque concerto (memorized) which they would play 

Have you ever wanted to learn to play 
chamber music in a stress free 
environment?  The NJIO is introducing a 
new program called: “Introduction to 
Chamber Music Workshop” to be held at 
the Harvest Training Center in Cranford. 
 

We would like to extend this unique 
experience to music lovers like you.  This 
program is open to all players wishing to 
learn about chamber music.  Focusing on 
beginner and intermediate players, we 
provide coaching by professional 

musicians in a relaxed and 
noncompetitive atmosphere. 
 

The cost of the program is $100 for a 
session of 4 evenings (from 7:00 pm to 
9:00 pm).  Or come to both for $175.   
The dates for the workshop are: 
 

Session A - June 12, 19, 26, & July 2 
Session B - July 10, 17, 27, & 31 

 

We will examine different music during 
each session, so you’re welcome to join us 

NJIO Summer Workshop 

 
NJIO relies on 
donations from 
individuals to 

support its 
programs.  

 
Mail the enclosed 
envelope or go to 
www.njio.org to 
donate online 

now. 

(continued on page 3) 



Help shape NJIO’s 
Future. 

 
Volunteer. 

 
Contact Meridith 
Henriques or Len 
Avdey for details.  

 NJIO  
President Len Avdey   

 

My how time flies.  Here we are in March, 
only a few weeks away from our Spring 
Concert which is on Saturday May 3 at 
7:30 PM at the Cranford High School.  Our 
new Music Director and Conductor, Joe 
Gluck, has been doing an excellent job of 
preparing the orchestra to play some very 
challenging pieces.  Everyone is working 
hard, learning a lot and enjoying it all at 
the same time. 
 
The Nouveau Orchestra under the baton of 
Claire Wilson has stepped up to the 
challenge of their new pieces also.  It is 

From the President — Len Avdey 
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great to see how much the Nouveau has 
improved over the last few years. 
 
Our Outreach Ensemble has performed 
eight times this season to very 
appreciative audiences.  They have visited 
senior and communities venues in Cranford, 
Westfield, Summit, and Clark, spreading 
the joys of our intergenerational music.  I 
want to thank Russ Kelner and Beth 
Hanscom for doing such a great job 
organizing all these gigs.  And to all the 
players for coming out to the 
performances and playing so well. 

NJIO Stories — Lorie Foster 
My mu s i ca l 
e x p e r i e n c e 
began at age 7 
when my father 
taught me the 
mandolin.  A 
year later he 

bought me a violin thinking it would be nice 
if we could play mandolin-violin duets. I 
started private lessons and became 
concertmistress of my grade school 
orchestra in Springfield.  During my four 
years of high school, I played in the NJ All 
State Orchestra as well as the South 
Orange Symphony.  Then, upon my high 
school graduation, I quit!  I recall my violin 
teacher saying that someday I would 
regret that decision but, at age 17, I was 
convinced I had other priorities. 
  
My violin stayed in its case unopened for 
40+ years until my daughter’s father-in-
law, who was in the final stages of battling 
cancer, implored me to “pick up the violin 
again.”  His words echoed the same 
sentiments that my own father had 
expressed many times before he passed 
away.  To honor both their memories, one 
day in late 2002, I “picked up my violin” 
and started playing.  While it felt good to 
be back, I also had a strong desire to play 
with others in an orchestra or ensemble but 
wondered if I’d ever find a place where I 
could fit in after all these years. 

In the spring of 2003, a friend told me 
about an “intergenerational” orchestra 
based in Cranford.  She had been to a 
few of their concerts and thought I should 
look into joining.  I followed up by calling 
the conductor, Lorraine Marks, who 
persuaded me to come to the next 
rehearsal.  I recall walking into the 
rehearsal room that following Thursday 
with feelings of great trepidation.  But 
those were quickly dissipated when I was 
greeted with such warmth and 
friendliness.  Not only did I find NJIO to 
be a place where everyone is made to 
feel like part of a larger family but also 
one where they can fit in regardless of 
performance level. 
  
Thanks to NJIO, I am able to enjoy the 
experience of playing in an orchestra with 
people of all ages and ability and also 
derive the personal satisfaction of 
bringing music to others through my 
participation in their Outreach Program  

 
In addition to NJIO, I have attended 
several of the annual Summer String 
Workshops at Monmouth College in West 
 
 Long Branch, hosted by the Simon 
Quartet.  I also participate in the very 
popular monthly Chamber Music 
Workshops hosted by the current NJIO 

(continued on page 3) 

  Lori Foster 

conductor, Joe Gluck, and his wife, Mary 
Barbiarz. 
 
In retrospect, and with my violin teacher’s 
words still echoing in my ear, I would not 
have quit at age 17 if I could do it over 
again.  But more importantly, I am deeply 
grateful for the opportunities that the musical 
foundation of those early years is making 
possible for me today. 

NJIO Stories — Lorie Foster  
(continued) 

Have you considered making a donation to 
NJIO?  Donating to the orchestra has never 
been easier.  Use the donation envelope 
enclosed with this newsletter.  Can’t find the 
envelope?  Don’t know our address?  No 
problem! You can now donate online at the 
NJIO Web site www.njio.org. Click on the 
“DONATE NOW” button on our home page 
and JustGive.org will help you make your 
tax-deductible donation to NJIO.  Credit 
cards are accepted at this secure online site.   

NJIO Announces Online 
Giving  
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NJIO Summer Workshop  
(continued) 
 for both sessions.  Each evening will consist of 
a brief discussion of chamber music and 1 
1/2 hours of coaching.  Music appropriate 
for your playing skills will be provided.  Our 
encouraging coaching staff will help you 
experience the joys of playing chamber 
music. 
 

For more information please call Marty 
Steinberg at (973) 953-4425 or email 
MSteinberg@njio.org.  You can also visit our 
web site at www.njio.org. 
 

This program has been made possible 
through the generosity of ACMP - The 
Chamber Music Network, and the Clinton B. 
Ford Fund of its ACMP Foundation, an 
organization that promotes chamber music 
activities for amateur musicians.” 

"I look forward to 
the many 

opportunities 
ahead for NJIO to 
extend its musical 

voice and for 
audiences to 
embrace the 

enduring beauty 
of classical 

music." 
 

      —Joe Gluck 

Conductor’s Notes—Joe Gluck 
I would like to congratulate myself on having 
been appointed Music Director of the New 
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra.  It is a 
privilege and an honor to have the 
opportunity to share what I have learned 
over the many years working as a 
professional musician.  I am proud that the 
NJIO is welcoming and non-competitive, but 
like every arts organization, we have a 
commitment to be challenged and seek 
excellence, especially when our culture 
celebrates and rewards so much mediocrity.   

Obviously, the NJIO could not survive 
without the dedicated volunteers and the 
various sources of funding.  I have many 
ideas to increase the joy of playing in the 
orchestra and to add value to our audience; 
but, of course, it's dependent on even more 
funding and dedication.   
Should my fantasies come true, every 
rehearsal and concert would be a source of 
learning, inspiration and fun.   


